[Results of the surgical treatment of congenital mitral insufficiency].
The authors report 21 cases of congenital mitral incompetence undergoing surgery between 1972 and 1977. There were 3 operative deaths and 2 late deaths. Of the survivors, 10 had a good result and 5 a fair result. The factors influencing the results have been associated lesions (aortic stenosis and ventricular septal defects are more serious than atrial septal defects and abnormalities of origin of the left coronary artery), the type of repair (which is better if it seeks to correct the frequently complex valvular abnormality at all levels), and especially the degree of dilatation of the left ventricle. By contrast, age had no influence either on the operative risk or on the quality of the results.